
Parks Canada (1997) National Park System Plan

https://parks.canada.ca/pn-np/plan


Killer whales, also known as Orca, swim the waters of Georgia Strait (below). 
These flamboyant creatures impress tourists, overshadowing the more laid-
back sea lions (above) and harbour seals found along the coasts.





Major Land Uses

Urban & industrial development

Export of coal & other commodities

Import of manufactured goods from Asia

Intensive agriculture (vegetables, berries)


Main Communities

Vancouver, Chilliwack and nearby suburbs

Victoria

Nanaimo

Gulf Islands


Aboriginal Peoples

Coast Salish


Parks and Natural Areas

Ft Langley National Historic Site

Reifel National Wildlife Area

Gulf Islands National Park

Numerous parks maintained by Greater 
Vancouver Region


Further Information


Scraps of green space are at a 
premium in Canada’s most densely 
populated neighbourhood, 
Vancouver’s West End. The popular 
beach with its view across the outer 
harbour make up for more traditional 
parks.



Extensive mud flats of Boundary Bay tempt thousands of migrating shorebirds to 
rest for a while. (I’m glad you asked: The international boundary passes through 
this picture, with the dark ridge being in Washington State, United States. 
Americans need to enter Canada to drive to the rest of the state.) Saltspring Island, 
in Canada, is barely visible in the distance. Yes, the boundary is confusing!



Ferries bring traffic from the mainland to Vancouver Island and back. This semi-
isolation gives “the Island” a more relaxed vibe.

This particular passage is Active Pass, a narrow gap between Mayne and Galiano 
Islands. The water here is particularly “active”, since the tide from the entire Georgia 
Strait sloshes through here four times a day (twice inbound, and twice outbound. The 
currents can be treacherous, especially for smaller boats.



The marine ecosystem is hard to view, but is beautiful. The Vancouver Aquarium 
makes this fascinating habitat accessible for everyone. Canada’s west coast is 
well known for its great variety of shellfish and other invertebrate species. 

To understand more about the fishing industry in British Columbia, visit the Gulf of 
Georgia Cannery National Historic Site, shown below. It is located in Steveston, at the 
south-west corner of Richmond, BC. The site features both interesting permanent 
display and temporary exhibits, as well as activities for younger visitors.

https://www.vanaqua.org/explore/exhibits/bcs-wild-coast/

